
                                       SOCIETY OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL  
                                    OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE CONFERENCE  
                                              ANNUAL REPORT (2017)  
  
In 2017, we were greatly saddened by the passing of three of our Vincentian members, Robert 
Knudsen, Sheran MacLaren and Carole Proctor.  Robert (dispatcher), Sheran (Past President 
and Vice-President) and Carole (a home visit/ delivery team member).  Each served many 
years and were much loved and valued as Vincentians, always willing to give the gift of their 
time to our society and to those in need.   
  
Our membership continued to number around 30 members and 2 Spiritual Advisors. We 
welcomed two new members who were introduced to the delivery/dispatch team.  All members 
contribute as much time as they can throughout the year. The majority of our members are 
retired and only a few work for a living.   
  
In 2017 our members were busy and involved with the following activities:  
  
HOME VISITS/EMERGENCY HAMPERS  
Throughout 2017 our Dispatchers sent out our delivery teams to deliver hampers/home visits  to 
94 homes. Total contacts were made as follows; 108 families; 32 singles, 273 adults and 213 
children.  Home visits are arranged accordingly with some weeks being busier than others. This 
year VIHA contacted us requesting our help in delivering a food hamper to individuals who have 
just been discharged from the hospital with no means of acquiring food, or no family to help out. 
We agreed to help out and in one instance aided this gentleman until he was strong enough to 
manage on his own.   
  
SECOND CHANCE RECOVERY HOUSE FOR MEN - Run by the North Island Supportive  
Recovery Society.    Men 18 and older (house accommodates 10 men at a time) are provided 
with a welcoming and supportive place on their journey towards recovery from drug and/ or 
alcohol addiction.  Our Conference helps by providing extra much needed protein/ meat/food 
once a month for their meals.   
  
RADIANT LIFE MISSION SUNDAY LUNCHES:  Mission located in downtown Campbell River 
which serves daily breakfast, weekend lunches to the homeless and most needy of our 
community.  Other organizations fill in with the other meals. We purchase food once a month for 
their Sunday lunches.   
  
ROSE HARBOUR TRANSITION HOUSE - Campbell River and North Island Transition Society  
Twenty-seven long term apartments are available for women with or without children. They  are 
provided with a safe place((two years or more) away from domestic abuse, as well as working 
towards a positive change by decreasing need for drugs and alcohol, and by positively planning 
their lives.  Our Conference continues to help the women and children by providing them with 
kitchen start up totes of kitchen supplies, linens, pots and pans, toys etc. In addition, in the latter 
part of November, our members agreed to further contribute by providing food once a month for 
their emergency food cupboard.  



  
ADOPT A FAMILY:  We were helping out a single mom with three children during part of 2017. 
Due to circumstances, the mom and children had to leave town.  We helped her monthly with 
food, diapers etc.  
  
  
CAMPBELL RIVER FOOD BANK:  
Some of our Vincentian members volunteer at the Food Bank as well as sitting on their Board. 
We donate once a month with foods needed by the Bank. (foods that they are short on).   We 
also acquire in return fresh produce that we can add to our hampers.    It is also here where we 
can further help by having contact with the poor and needy in our community.  
  
TAHSIS MISSION:  In late 2017, work began, in conjunction with the other three Conferences of 
the North Vancouver Island Particular Council to provide much needed food to those people in 
Tahsis.  Actual preparation, ordering, delivery etc. to commence in January 2018.  
  
OTHER ACTIVITIES:   
Just before Christmas, three families with children were chosen.  In 2017, volunteers met with 
their mothers and went shopping for new clothes.  Each child was allocated a set amount of 
money to be spent ($200.00).  Ten happy children had new clothes for Christmas.  Ten 
Christmas bags of new clothes(underwear) were purchased for Second Chance.  
  
We also work with the Knights of Columbus Christmas Hamper Fund. Hampers are delivered 
just before Christmas (1142 hampers for 2017).  Several Vincentian members help out as well. 
We contribute $1000,00/year towards the Fund. After Christmas, the Knights of Columbus in 
turn, donate the leftovers or extras to our storeroom.   
  
We are now holding our monthly meetings at 12 Noon, the First Sunday of the month. Members 
arrive to a hot lunch along with dessert and a beverage.  After a half hour of visiting we begin 
our meetings.  More members are attending, enjoying the comradery as part of their meeting 
experience. We also have the occasional guest speaker.  
  
Our members are a dedicated group, many give beyond their call.  Many hours are spent on 
purchasing, on phone dispatch, home visits, deliveries, computer work, writing reports etc. and 
especially, interacting with the poor and needy of our community. Our hope is to make their 
lives a little less of a hardship and to show them that we care. We gladly and humbly adhere to 
The Saint Vincent de Paul Mission --To live the Gospel message by serving Christ in the poor 
with love, respect, justice and love.  
 
Submitted by,   
Margo Temblett, Secretary, SVDP, Our Lady of Guadalupe Conference, Campbell River, BC  
  
   
  
  


